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Kudos & ApplauseKudos & Applause
GREETINGS from Kumbo! 

locally, sugar cane and fresh fruit. When accepting these gifts I do so    Once again as I write, we are experiencing a transition of season. 
in the name of the OK Clean Water Committee and the many Presently, the rainy season of six months is giving way to the dry 
supporters who make the financial assistance possible. Since there season of six months. The transition usually provides a brief spell 
is no way I can adequately share the spirit of deep joy and gratitude of what in North America we would call a “perfect spring day.” 
of the villagers I will let them speak for themselves.Everything is green - many shades of green, and the visibility offers 
   In less than five years, the OK project has helped extend the pipe-many breathtaking views including impressive waterfalls. Each 
borne water system in thirteen villages bringing clean water to ten time I see the magnificent waterfalls I am reminded of the injustice 
primary schools and a health center, built nine catchments and of our reality - so many residents not having access to potable 
seven storage tanks, and laid more than 40 km of piping –– all in water when the potential is clearly there. 
collaboration with the villagers and thanks to the many supporters    I am moved by the gratitude and generosity of the villagers every 
of the OK Clean Water Project. time the OK Clean Water Project is able to partner with villagers to 
Though far from expressing the depth of the sentiment, we extend the pipe-borne water system. While there is no monetary 
say……THANK YOU, BERI WO, MERCI, MUCHAS GRATIAS!gift, there is an abundance (read 50 kg) of “Irish” (read white 

potatoes), fowls (live chickens in a basket), country chairs made 

From Tobin 
When I moved to my new house I was happy but also sad 
because we had to go to the stream to carry water for all our 
needs. Before we had clean water the children had diarrhea 
“all the time.” The water we took from the stream was so 
dirty. The Sisters told me about boiling water before using it 
for cooking and drinking. I couldn’t keep the house clean 
because we had to carry water too far. And the clothes 
weren’t washed well because of how far we had to carry the 
water from the stream and the water was dirty. The climb 
back up the hill carrying the water was hard. I carried 20L on 
my head while my eight year old son carried 10L and my 
little girl carried her little bucket. Now I have another little 
girl, also. We carried water every day for two years before 
OK put in a standpipe. Everyone in the family is happy with 
the clean water and grateful to all the people who helped us 
get the water. 

From KAI
My view of the water project is the joy of my people having 
and enjoying eight stand pipes of which they boast of having 
clean water. I have the experience of the past year that clean 
water in this village has solved problems like: malaria, 
cholera, and diarrhea. In the past we had a lot of these 
diseases just because of polluted water from streams for all 
our basic needs. The distance to have clean water is also 
reduced. Accept my sincere greetings and thanks for the 
assistance from the friends and well wishers of the OK Clean 
Water Project. 

From Lukov, Kikaikom
“In touch to all friends of OK Clean Water Project”
On behalf of the community, I greatly appreciate the pipe-borne 
water given to us. Every family and the pupils are very happy 
because they have clean water. The months (since) this water 
was put into use, I have seen the rate of water-borne diseases 
experienced in the past reduced. Indeed, water is life! 
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Voices from Kumbo

Cathy Molloy, CND

Hello 
   My name is Alexandre Duiven and I am 
11 years old. One day in November I 
went to mass at Blessed Sacrament and 
received $100 as part of a Pay It Forward 
project. The rules were that you had to 
use the money to make the world a better 
place and to come back and tell what you 
had done. I had heard about the OK 
Clean Water Project at school and I 
decided to put the money there. I said to 
myself, “It’s only $100 and I can’t really 
help a lot.” However, with the help of my 

Hello 

Mom, I realized that I could make that money grow by reaching out into her 
network of contacts and to local politicians.      
   We wrote an email describing the OK Clean Water Project, sent it out to all of 
those people, and we raised $2200 by January 2008 !
   I was surprised and also happy that so many people had supported this 
project. I chose this project because I felt it could improve the lives of people 
in Kumbo, Cameroon with access to clean water. Clean water will make people 
healthier and more independent. This project is a way for one person to make 
an important difference in the lives of many other people. It has now become 
our family project and we are thinking of ways to continue this work. It has 
been a great experience for me.

Alexandre Duiven, Grade 6 Student
McMaster Catholic School, Ottawa

2008 School Supporters 

First Year:
Holy Family School
Holy Spirit School
Pope John XXIII School
St. Augustine School

Second Year:
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
Our Lady of Wisdom School
St. Bernard School
Msgr. Paul Baxter School

Third Year:
St. Jerome School
Sakura no Seibo High School, Fukishima, Japan

Fourth Year:
Immaculata High School
McMaster Catholic School
Dr. F.J. McDonald Catholic School
St. Daniel School
Good Shepherd School             

Fifth Year:
St. Anne School
Uplands Catholic School

Melanie LeMay and her father Dr. Michel LeMay reached the top of 
Mount Kilimanjaro on July 26, 2007. They made their climb a 
fundraiser for the OK Clean Water Project, raising a total of $2,000 
with support from friends, family and staff of the Ottawa Heart 
Institute. 

Congratulations and best wishes to Jackie Rohrer! Jackie 
volunteered in Kumbo, working in a hospital and helping with our 
project. This spring she graduates as a medical doctor from McGill 
University and will be married in the summer.  She and her fiancé 
have invited their guests to donate to the project in lieu of traditional 
wedding gifts.

With warm thanks to the students, staff and 
parents of the seventeen schools who have 
contributed so generously again this year.

Kai

Congratulations 
to Cathy Molloy, 
on the occasion 
of her Golden 
Jubilee as a CND 
sister.

What is the OK Clean Water 
Project?

The OK Clean Water Project began in 2003 as a partnership 
between a group in Ottawa, Canada, and a group in Kumbo, 
Cameroon, Africa.  They work together to provide access to 
clean water for villagers living in outlying areas by laying pipes 
that bring fresh spring water from the hillsides to local com-
pounds. Many of the residents in these areas have to rely on 
polluted stream water or walk long distances to carry water to 
their homes.

The people receiving the pipes contribute to the construction 
of the catchments and storage tanks. They then dig the 
trenches and fill them in afterwards.  The villagers become the 
owners of the pipeline and each village sets up a water council 
to manage it. This makes the project a genuine partnership 
between fundraisers and beneficiaries. The fundraising work 
and much of the labour is done by volunteers, keeping over-
head costs to a minimum. 

Revenue Canada has designated the OK Clean Water Project 
as a registered charity (819070145 RR 0001) able to issue 
receipts for donations.

Bridget, Headmistress of Primary School 

Caroline, parent in Kai

Georgiana, parent in Tobin



Kudos & ApplauseKudos & Applause
GREETINGS from Kumbo! 

locally, sugar cane and fresh fruit. When accepting these gifts I do so    Once again as I write, we are experiencing a transition of season. 
in the name of the OK Clean Water Committee and the many Presently, the rainy season of six months is giving way to the dry 
supporters who make the financial assistance possible. Since there season of six months. The transition usually provides a brief spell 
is no way I can adequately share the spirit of deep joy and gratitude of what in North America we would call a “perfect spring day.” 
of the villagers I will let them speak for themselves.Everything is green - many shades of green, and the visibility offers 
   In less than five years, the OK project has helped extend the pipe-many breathtaking views including impressive waterfalls. Each 
borne water system in thirteen villages bringing clean water to ten time I see the magnificent waterfalls I am reminded of the injustice 
primary schools and a health center, built nine catchments and of our reality - so many residents not having access to potable 
seven storage tanks, and laid more than 40 km of piping –– all in water when the potential is clearly there. 
collaboration with the villagers and thanks to the many supporters    I am moved by the gratitude and generosity of the villagers every 
of the OK Clean Water Project. time the OK Clean Water Project is able to partner with villagers to 
Though far from expressing the depth of the sentiment, we extend the pipe-borne water system. While there is no monetary 
say……THANK YOU, BERI WO, MERCI, MUCHAS GRATIAS!gift, there is an abundance (read 50 kg) of “Irish” (read white 

potatoes), fowls (live chickens in a basket), country chairs made 

From Tobin 
When I moved to my new house I was happy but also sad 
because we had to go to the stream to carry water for all our 
needs. Before we had clean water the children had diarrhea 
“all the time.” The water we took from the stream was so 
dirty. The Sisters told me about boiling water before using it 
for cooking and drinking. I couldn’t keep the house clean 
because we had to carry water too far. And the clothes 
weren’t washed well because of how far we had to carry the 
water from the stream and the water was dirty. The climb 
back up the hill carrying the water was hard. I carried 20L on 
my head while my eight year old son carried 10L and my 
little girl carried her little bucket. Now I have another little 
girl, also. We carried water every day for two years before 
OK put in a standpipe. Everyone in the family is happy with 
the clean water and grateful to all the people who helped us 
get the water. 

From KAI
My view of the water project is the joy of my people having 
and enjoying eight stand pipes of which they boast of having 
clean water. I have the experience of the past year that clean 
water in this village has solved problems like: malaria, 
cholera, and diarrhea. In the past we had a lot of these 
diseases just because of polluted water from streams for all 
our basic needs. The distance to have clean water is also 
reduced. Accept my sincere greetings and thanks for the 
assistance from the friends and well wishers of the OK Clean 
Water Project. 

From Lukov, Kikaikom
“In touch to all friends of OK Clean Water Project”
On behalf of the community, I greatly appreciate the pipe-borne 
water given to us. Every family and the pupils are very happy 
because they have clean water. The months (since) this water 
was put into use, I have seen the rate of water-borne diseases 
experienced in the past reduced. Indeed, water is life! 

Tob ni

ikaikom

K

Voices from Kumbo

Cathy Molloy, CND

Hello 
   My name is Alexandre Duiven and I am 
11 years old. One day in November I 
went to mass at Blessed Sacrament and 
received $100 as part of a Pay It Forward 
project. The rules were that you had to 
use the money to make the world a better 
place and to come back and tell what you 
had done. I had heard about the OK 
Clean Water Project at school and I 
decided to put the money there. I said to 
myself, “It’s only $100 and I can’t really 
help a lot.” However, with the help of my 

Hello 

Mom, I realized that I could make that money grow by reaching out into her 
network of contacts and to local politicians.      
   We wrote an email describing the OK Clean Water Project, sent it out to all of 
those people, and we raised $2200 by January 2008 !
   I was surprised and also happy that so many people had supported this 
project. I chose this project because I felt it could improve the lives of people 
in Kumbo, Cameroon with access to clean water. Clean water will make people 
healthier and more independent. This project is a way for one person to make 
an important difference in the lives of many other people. It has now become 
our family project and we are thinking of ways to continue this work. It has 
been a great experience for me.

Alexandre Duiven, Grade 6 Student
McMaster Catholic School, Ottawa

2008 School Supporters 

First Year:
Holy Family School
Holy Spirit School
Pope John XXIII School
St. Augustine School

Second Year:
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
Our Lady of Wisdom School
St. Bernard School
Msgr. Paul Baxter School

Third Year:
St. Jerome School
Sakura no Seibo High School, Fukishima, Japan

Fourth Year:
Immaculata High School
McMaster Catholic School
Dr. F.J. McDonald Catholic School
St. Daniel School
Good Shepherd School             

Fifth Year:
St. Anne School
Uplands Catholic School

Melanie LeMay and her father Dr. Michel LeMay reached the top of 
Mount Kilimanjaro on July 26, 2007. They made their climb a 
fundraiser for the OK Clean Water Project, raising a total of $2,000 
with support from friends, family and staff of the Ottawa Heart 
Institute. 

Congratulations and best wishes to Jackie Rohrer! Jackie 
volunteered in Kumbo, working in a hospital and helping with our 
project. This spring she graduates as a medical doctor from McGill 
University and will be married in the summer.  She and her fiancé 
have invited their guests to donate to the project in lieu of traditional 
wedding gifts.

With warm thanks to the students, staff and 
parents of the seventeen schools who have 
contributed so generously again this year.

aK
i

Congratulations 
to Cathy Molloy, 
on the occasion 
of her Golden 
Jubilee as a CND 
sister.

What is the OK Clean Water 
Project?

The OK Clean Water Project began in 2003 as a partnership 
between a group in Ottawa, Canada, and a group in Kumbo, 
Cameroon, Africa.  They work together to provide access to 
clean water for villagers living in outlying areas by laying pipes 
that bring fresh spring water from the hillsides to local com-
pounds. Many of the residents in these areas have to rely on 
polluted stream water or walk long distances to carry water to 
their homes.

The people receiving the pipes contribute to the construction 
of the catchments and storage tanks. They then dig the 
trenches and fill them in afterwards.  The villagers become the 
owners of the pipeline and each village sets up a water council 
to manage it. This makes the project a genuine partnership 
between fundraisers and beneficiaries. The fundraising work 
and much of the labour is done by volunteers, keeping over-
head costs to a minimum. 

Revenue Canada has designated the OK Clean Water Project 
as a registered charity (819070145 RR 0001) able to issue 
receipts for donations.

Bridget, Headmistress of Primary School 

Caroline, parent in Kai

Georgiana, parent in Tobin



An article in our Spring 2007 Newsletter by Fokanyuy Oliver told the story of a 106-year-old woman - a 
Yaa named Yaya Angela Shee who lived in a small village. She longed for the day when clean water would 
come to her people. She lived to see that day but died soon after. Before her death, she summoned Oliver 
back to the village, sent him to the stand pipe to bring water to her, poured the water over his hands and 
made him promise that he would ensure that the people of her village would continue to have clean water. 
The following excerpts from the blog of Bridgette McCarthy, a U.S. voluteer in Kumbo, bring us up to date 
with the Yaa’s story:

Tap One: “Yaa”- female elder of the village- was so thrilled with 
the project, especially being a woman who all her life walked 
miles each day to collect and carry gallons of water on her head. 
Yah was in her last years when the project began and she prayed 
that she’d live to see its completion. She did, and because she 
was so old and the tap was a few metres from her home, she 
would often take her bath right next to it! She died soon after its 
completion. Oliver, Sister, Yah’s daughter and I prayed over 
Yah’s grave, which is in the back of her home and is distin-
guished only by a wooden cross in the ground.

Tap Two: This quarter of the village is named 
Waar. We trekked through palm and eucalyp-
tus trees and entered into a compound where 
many elderly men and middle-aged women 
greeted us. The women danced in their 
traditional way of greeting special guests who 
have done a great deed for them. They sang 
and danced around Sister and me in smiles and 
with hugs. After being seated for long 
speeches of gratitude in Lam’nso, two chick-
ens, plantains, coco-yams, and pineapples 
were presented, along with sweet palm wine. 
Then, an elder said “Water is Life” and I 
realized how utterly grateful these people 
must be. 

Tap Three: We were not even out of the car yet and the 
women were running up to us with their palm leaves 
and wooden sticks, singing in joy and thanks and some 
screaming loud screeching “Aiaiaiaiaiaiaiiii’s!” while 
bending down. This was beautiful! This quarter is a  
Muslim quarter and Sister Cathy in her speech said,“In 
providing these pipes and water tap, I hope this shines 
some light on the fact Christians and Muslims are 
helping each other, that we are all together.” Then, 
everybody sang “We are together, we are one”- a song 
and saying known throughout the villages. Again, the 
chicken, pineapples, plantains and coco-yams filled the 
car.

Oliver is his village’s coordinator and is referred to as an 
“elite”- someone who is educated and well-off enough to 
leave their village, but stays connected and works to improve 
life there. He, Sister Catherine, and I went to Oliver’s village 
for the celebration of the clean water piped into the people’s 
lives. We visited three different water taps in three different 
quarters, all of which are connected through the same pipes. 

The Yaa’s dream lives on!The Yaa’s dream lives on!

General Donations  $39,541

Schools                    $19,978

Fundraising             $ 11,792

Expenses
Administrative $1,076  (2.72 %) 
Fundraising $7,512
Sent to Kumbo $55,142.24  

OK Clean Water Project
2007 Revenue

I Want to Say “OK” to Clean Water!

Name:       .....................................................................

Address:  .....................................................................

      .....................................................................

Telephone: ........................................  

Email: ........................................

q I can help! Call me if you need volunteers.

q Put me on your mailing list. 

       I would like to hear how the project is going.

q I’d like to make a donation.  

       Amount enclosed:  ..................................  

       Registered Charitable # 819070145 RR0001

  Please make cheques payable to: 
 OK Clean Water Project, 580 Chapel St., Ottawa, ON K1N 7Z8

(613) 236-8855 •
 www.okcleanwaterproject.org • Info@okcleanwaterproject.org

Committee Members
Honorary President:  Cathy Molloy

President:  Norma McCoy

Vice President:  Kathy Monkman

Secretary:  Carmel Horan

Treasurer:  Lorraine Hopkins

Roger Doré, Alana Forrester-Verge,

George Garby, Louise Garby, 

Victoria Hopkins, Shannon Lafond, 
Anne Lalonde,  Bill Lawlor, 

Jeannine Lawlor, Jennie Mbamulu,

Christine Mengwei, Patricia McGuire, 
Jim Yan

Volunteers: Maureen Killoran, 

Linda Shannon, Alison Sutherland,

Bernie O’Neill, Joan Trudeau

 A work in progress
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Villages supported to date:
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Still waiting:

Ongoing 
Projects:
Lukov
Mbokam
Kikaikom
Kiyan

Installations & pipe 
connections completed:
105 stand pipes
10 schools
7 storage tanks
9 catchments
1 health centre
2 valve chambers
4 existing facilities rehabilitated & 
repaired 
more than 40 kilometres of pipes 
have been laid


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

